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21
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23
DECLARATION OF ANTHONY R. TAYLOR

24
I, Anthony R. Taylor, declare as follows:

25
l. I am an attorney duly admitted to practice before this Court. I am an equity partner

26
of Aleshire & Wynder, LLP, attorneys of record for Plaintiff, City of Fresno (the "City") in this

27

28 matter. I have personal knowledge of the facts set forth herein, except as to those stated on
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l information and belief and, as to those, I am informed and believe them to be true. If called as a

witness, I could and would competently testify to the matters stated herein. This declaration is made

in response to the Order to Show Cause re Sanctions that the Court set under Code ofCivil Procedure

section 128.7 for hearing on April l4, 2026 against Aleshire& Wynder LLP ("Aleshire & Wynder")

based on the improper citations in the application forwrit ofassistance that was prepared and signed

by Carrie Raven, who was employed by Aleshire & Wynder at that time.

2. I have been licensed to practice by the State Bar of California since November

9 2000. I have been practicing law before the Fresno Superior Court since 2014. I have never been

disciplined by the State Bar ofCalifornia. I have never been sanctioned by any court. I have never

been admonished by any court for making any incorrect citations. I have never used ChatGBT or

similar AI tools to prepare court filings. Moreover, I have given training to the litigation practice

group ofAleshire & Wynder to carefully check all citations in court filings and to not use ChatGBT

or similar AI tools to drafi court filings.

3. In September 2025, I was diagnosed with Hodgkin's lymphoma and I began

17 intensive chemotherapy treatments that same month. Also, in September 2025, my partner,Michael

Linden who was handling this case with me also had a majormedical emergency. As such, both of

the attorneys handling this case for the City had major medical emergencies occur in September

2025.

4. In light ofthemedical emergencies thatMichael Linden and I had as described above

and other firm hiring needs, Aleshire & Wynder hired Carrie Raven in September 2025 . I am

24 informed and believe based on the records of the State Bar of California that Ms. Raven has been a

licensed California attorney since June of 2006 with no public record ofdiscipline. Ms. Raven had

previously worked at two municipal law firms. Ms. Raven also explained during my interview of

her that she handled eminent domain cases for those firms. As such, my understanding was thatMs.
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1 Raven could step in to handle this case in Iight the medical emergencies that Mr. Linden and I had

at that time and that were ongoing.

5. I was unaware of the improper citations in the application for writ ofassistance until

I saw the Court's tentative ruling on February 23, 2026. I have reviewed each of the improper

citations that are listed in the Court's minute order. The improper citations in the application for

writ ofassistance are unacceptable and counter to the standards ofpractice for litigators of the firm.

Aleshire & Wynder immediately took steps to address this situation. Effective February 26, 2026,

Ms. Raven is no longer employed by Aleshire & Wynder.

6. I appreciate the time that it took for the Court to review the improper citations and to

issue the Court's minute order. Steps have been taken by my finn to ensure that this unacceptable

situation does not occur again.
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I declare under penalty ofperjury under the laws of the State ofCalifornia that the foregoing

is true and correct to the best ofmy knowledge.

14

15

Executed on this 6'" day ofMarch, 2026, at Irvine, California.
16

17

Anthony R. fa'ylor
18
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PROOF 0F SERVICE1

City of Fresno v. Art A. Terzian, ct al.
Fresno County Superior Court Case No. 24CECG02985

STATE 0F CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE
At the time of service, I was over 18 years of age and not a party to this action. I am

5 employed in the County ofRiverside, State ofCalifornia. My business address is 3550 Vine Street,
Suite 200, Riverside, CA 92507.

On March 6, 2026, I served true copies of the following document(s) described as
DECLARATION 0F ANTHONY R. TAYLOR IN RESPONSE T0 ORDER T0 SHOW
CAUSE RE SANCTIONS on the interested parties in this action as follows:

SEE ATTACHED SERVICE LIST

BY MAIL: I enclosed the document(s) in a sealed envelope or package addressed to the
persons at the addresses listed in the Service List and placed the envelope for collection and mailing,
following our ordinary business practices. I am readily familiar with the practice of Aleshire &

11 Wynder, LLP for collecting and processing correspondence for mailing. On the same day that
correspondence is placed for collection and mailing, it is deposited in the ordinary course ofbusiness

12 with the United States Postal Service, in a sealed envelope with postage fully prepaid. I am a
resident or employed in the county where the mailing occurred. The envelope was placed in the

13 mail at Riverside, California.

10

BY E-MAIL OR ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION: I caused a copy of the document(s)
to be sent from e-mail address pvasquez@awattomeys.com to the persons at the e-mail addresses

15 listed in the Service List. I did not receive, within a reasonable time afier the transmission, any
electronic message or other indication that the transmission was unsuccessful.

14

16
I declare under penalty ofperjury under the laws of the State ofCalifornia that the foregoing

17 is true and correct.

Executed on Marc 6, 2026, at Riverside, California.18
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20
Patricia A. Vasquez
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SERVICE LIST
City ofFresno v. ArtA. Terzian, et aI.

Fresno County Superior Court Case No. 24CECG02985

David M. Gilmore, Esq.
GMN LEGAL

4 P.O. Box 28907
Fresno, CA 93729-8907
Telephone: (559) 448-9800
Facsimile: (SS9) 448-9899

6 B-mail: dgilmore@2mlegal.net
iwillard@2mlegal.net

[Bv E-Mail Onlvl

Chris Schutz, ChiefCounsel
9 Wendy Vierra, Assistant ChiefCounsel

Victoria C. Geary, Attorney Supervisor
10 Blake R. Bandy, Tax Counsel IV

CALIFORNIA DEPARTh/IENT 0F TAX
11 AND FEE ADMINISTRATION

LEGAL DIVISION - LITIGATION BUREAU
12 651 Bannon St., Suite 100, MIC: 82

Sacramento, CA 9581 1-0299
13 Telephone: (916) 309-0657

Facsimile: (916) 323-3387
14 E-mail: Blake.Bandy@cdtfa.ca.gov

15 [Bv E-Mail Onlvl

16 Hold Home Finance, LLC
1201 Orange Street, Suite 600

17 Wilmington, DE 19801

18 [BvMail Onlvl

19 Brooke Ashjian
1780 E. McKinley Avenue

20 Fresno, CA 93650

21 [BvMail Onlvl

22 Gina Ashjian
1780 E. McKinley Avenue

23 Fresno, CA 93650

24 [BvMail Onlvl
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Attorneysfor Defendants
ART A. TERZIAN and AVEDIS A.
TERZIAN, as Trustee of Garnett
Investment Trust Dated 8-8-85

Attorneysfor Defendant,
CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF
TAX AND FEE ADMINISTRATION
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