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Carter C. White (#164149)

Supervising Attorney )

U.C. ng1s Civil Rights Clinic éﬁgé%%%%%l?r? CE:‘I\(/_L,aIifornia
One Shields Avenue, Bldg TB-30 County of Fresno

Davis, CA 95616 By: B. Ramirez, Deputy
Tel.: (530) 752-5440

Fax: (530) 752-5788

ccwhite@ucdavis.edu

E-FILED

Attorney for Plaintiff, Felicia Thompson

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COUNTY OF FRESNO
JENNIE ROSE NELSON, as successor in Case No. 26CECG00698
interest of DONNA BETH NELSON,
COMPLAINT FOR
Plaintiff,
1. Negligence
VS.
COUNTY OF FRESNO, DOES Ithrough 5, 2. Negligent Supervision
Defendants.

INTRODUCTION

1. This action arises out of the failure to return personal property of Donna Beth Nelson.
Ms. Nelson was held for a short period of time at the Fresno County Jail. Valuable
items including an original piece of artwork and jewelry were taken from her and
never returned to Ms. Nelson after her release from jail.

PARTIES

2. Plaintiff Jennie Rose Nelson is a resident of Sacramento, California. She is the adult
daughter of Donna Beth Nelson. She brings this action as the successor in interest of
Donna Beth Nelson. See Exhibit A, Declaration of by Person Bringing this Action as

Decedent’s Successor in Interest.

COMPLAINT

1



mailto:ccwhite@ucdavis.edu

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

10.

The events giving rise to this lawsuit took place in late May and early June of 2024.
Donna Beth Nelson died on July 14, 2025, for reasons not connected with the
allegations in this lawsuit.

Defendant County of Fresno is a governmental unit. The County is vicariously liable
for the negligent or other wrongful acts committed by its employees in the course and
scope of their official duties as County employees.

Defendant John Doe No. 1 is, on information and belief, a Correctional Sergeant who
supervised the booking of Donna Beth Nelson into the Fresno County Jail. Plaintiff is
otherwise unaware of the true name and capacity of this Defendant, and will amend
her complaint upon obtaining this information.

Defendant John Does Nos. 2 through 5 are other Jail personnel who may have been
involved in the supervision or the handling of the property of persons incarcerated in
the Jail. Plaintiff is otherwise unaware of the true names and capacities of these

Defendants, and will amend her complaint upon obtaining this information.

CONDITIONS PRECEDENT

All conditions precedent to the file of this action have been performed.

On or about May 29, 2025, Donna Beth Nelson, through counsel, presented an
Application for Leave to Present a Late Claim for Damages and a Government Claim
to Fresno County.

The County assigned number 11461 to this claim. The Board granted the Late Claim
Application, and rejected the Government Claim and notified Plaintiff of its action in
rejecting the claim in a letter dated August 13, 2025.

This action is timely in that it is brought within six months of the mailing of the

denial letter.
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

STATEMENT OF FACTS

The incidents described in this complaint including the acts and omissions of the
Defendants occurred in Fresno County, California.

Donna Beth Nelson was born in 1960 and grew up in New York City. Her father, an
attorney, did legal work for an artist named Robert Henry De Niro. As payment for
his legal services, Donna’s father accepted artwork, including the oil painting “Still
Life with Two Pitchers” (“the painting”). After Donna’s father acquired the artwork,
Mr. De Niro became more famous and his work increased in value. This was no
doubt due at least in part to the fact that the artist’s son became a famous and highly
successful motion picture actor. Donna inherited the painting when her mother died.
By January 2024, Donna Nelson was 63 years old and living in Vallejo, California.
She had a history of Bipolar II disorder which was being managed with prescribed
medications. Sometime during January 2024, she discontinued taking her medication.
She began exhibiting symptoms of severe psychiatric decompensation, including
psychosis, hallucinations, and disorganized thinking. She was placed on at least one
involuntary psychiatric hold. After being released from this hold, she continued to
refuse treatment and medication and her incapacity continued.

At some point between January and late May of 2024, Donna removed the artwork
from its frame, and wrapped it in clothing, keeping it with her in her vehicle.

On or about May 31, 2024, at least one California Highway Patrol officer arrested
Donna Beth Nelson in Fresno County following a vehicle pursuit. The officer took
her to the Fresno County Jail.

On information and belief, a Fresno County Correctional Sergeant processed and
booked Ms. Nelson into the Jail, and took possession of her personal property. This

property included the valuable piece of original artwork and two bags of jewelry.
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17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

Ms. Nelson was released from the custody of the Fresno County Jail on or about June
2, 2026. No criminal charges were ever filed against her as a result of this arrest. Her
property, including the De Niro painting and the jewelry, were never returned to her.

FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION
Negligence
(Against all Defendants)

Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference all preceding paragraphs as if set
forth in full, and alleges:

The County and its employees were negligent in failing to return Donna Nelson’s
property to her. They owed her a duty to hold her property in safekeeping during her
incarceration and to return all of her property to her upon her release. Defendants
breached that duty and caused her harm, the loss of valuable personal items of great

value and sentimental value.

SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION
Negligent Supervision
(Against all Defendants)

Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference all preceding paragraphs as if set
forth in full, and alleges:

The County and its supervisory employees were negligent in supervising the
operation of the Jail in such a manner as allowed Donna Nelson’s property to be lost
and never returned to her. They owed her a duty to see that her property was held in
safekeeping during her incarceration and to return all of her property to her upon her
release. Defendants breached that duty and caused her harm, the loss of valuable
personal items of great value and sentimental value.

RELIEF SOUGHT

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for judgment against Defendants and each of them as

follows:
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23. For compensatory, general, and special damages against each Defendant, jointly and
severally, in the amount proven at trial;

24. In the alternative, for specific performance of the return of the lost items to Plaintiff;

25. For costs of suit as provided by law;

26. For such other relief as the Court may deem proper.

JURY DEMAND - Plaintiff demands trial of this matter by jury.

Date: February 13, 2026 Respectfully submitted,

/S/ Carter C. White

Carter C. White

Attorney for Plaintiff,
Jennie Rose Nelson
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UC DAVIS CIVIL RIGHTS CLINIC
CARTER C. WHITE, CA Bar #164149
One Shields Avenue, Bldg. TB-30
Davis, California 95616

Telephone: (530) 752-5440

Facsimile: (530) 752-5788

Attorney for all Plaintiffs

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF FRESNO

IN RE: DONNA BETH NELSON DECLARATION BY A PERSON
BRINGING THIS ACTION AS
DECEDENT’S SUCCESSORS IN
INTEREST

Pursuant to California Code of Civil Procedure section 377.32, Plaintiff submits this

declaration in support of bringing this action as decedent’s successors in interest.

I, Jennie Rose Nelson, declare as follows:

1. The claims in this action arise out of the death of the decedent, Donna Beth
Nelson.

2. Donna Beth Nelson died on July 14, 2025 in Solano County, California.

3. No proceeding is now pending in California or elsewhere for administration

of the decedent’s estate.

4. There was no administration of the decedent’s estate.

5. Declarant, Jennie Rose Nelson, was the daughter of decedent, Donna Beth
Nelson, and a next of kin. Declarant, Jennie Rose Nelson, is a successor in interest as
defined in section 377.11 of the California Code of Civil Procedure and succeeds to the
decedent’s interest in this action.

6. No other person has a superior right to commence this action or proceeding

or to be substituted for Donna Beth Nelson in the pending action or proceeding.

Nelson- Declaration pursuant to California Code of Civil Procedure § 377.32 1
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8. A certified copy of Donna Beth Nelson’s death certificate is attached to this

declaration.

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the
foregoing is true and correct.

Executed this 12" day of February, 2026 at Sacramento, California.

X~

Jennie Rose Nelson, Declarant

Nelson- Declaration pursuant to California Code of Civil Procedure § 377.32 2
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