Pacific Advocacy Group
January 17 2017
Clint Olivier
Council President District 7
City of Fresno
2600 Fresno Street, Room 2097
Fresno, CA 93721

RE: Fresno City Council Meeting – December 15, 2016 - Participation of
Councilmember Soria will be present via conference call from Galei Kinneret
Hotel, 1 Eliezer Kaplan Street, Tiberias, Israel
Dear President Olivier:
I write on behalf of my client Western Electrical Contractors Association (WECA).
WECA believes the participation of Councilmember Soria via conference call was a
violation of the Brown act and her vote should not be recorded.
As you undoubtedly know the Brown Act contains the following teleconferencing
requirements:
• Each teleconference location must be specially identified in the notice and
agenda of the meeting, including a full address and room number, as may be
applicable;
• Agendas must be posted at each teleconference location, even if a hotel room or
a residence;
• Each teleconference location, including a hotel room or residence, must be
accessible to the public and have technology,
such as a speakerphone, to enable the public to
participate;
• The agenda must provide the opportunity for the
public to address the legislative body directly at
each teleconference location
I call to your attention the failure of your Legislative
Information Center to identify that an alternative
meeting site would be in Israel. The only location
shown was the Council Chambers. The agenda cover
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page lists only the Council Chambers as the location. While page 6 refers to Soria’s
participation no mention was made of a room number or how the public in Tiberias
Israel could participate in the call.
Unless you can provide documentary evidence that the City complied with the other
requirements of the Brown Act, namely the posting of the agenda at the hotel and the
accessibility of devices for public participation we can only conclude the City Council
ignored its responsibilities for Brown Act compliance and WECA may seek judicial
intervention to declare the entire meeting in violation of the Brown Act.
WECA looks forward to your prompt resolution of this violation.
Sincerely,
!
Richard Markuson

